
Background 

In 2018, the UN Secretary-General António Guterres made a Call to Action on water, sanitation and hygiene 
(WASH) in health care facilities, raising the alarm on this neglected crisis. The next year, at the annual World 
Health Assembly (WHA) hosted by WHO, Member States passed a Resolution on WASH in Health Care Facilities. 
This WHA resolution sparked action and brought greater attention to the issue by countries and partners alike. 

In May 2023, the reporting requirements for this Resolution concluded, effectively closing its public mandate. 
Subsequently, a UN Resolution on WASH, waste and energy in health care facilities was co-sponsored by 56 
Member State, leading to unanimous adoption by the UN General Assembly in December 2023. This serves as 
an important tool to drive collective action by countries on specific topics and guiding areas for technical support 
and fundraising by partners. This resolution will be supported by a Global Framework for Action to guide the 
implementation and reach the 2030 goal of universal coverage.

Key elements of 2023 UN Resolution

This new UN Resolution demonstrates whole-of-government commitment at the highest level to this important 
issue. As such, it can shepherd collaboration amongst the various sectors and partners to address gaps and build 
sustainable systems. It is also an important asset for advocates, who can point to this commitment by governments 
when seeking greater prioritization and financing of WASH in HCF.

The Resolutions calls on:

Countries to

•	 Integrate and mainstream WASH, waste and energy services for HCFs into national health planning, 
programming, financing, monitoring and evaluation 

•	 Empower the health workforce to demand, use, and maintain these services
•	 Strengthen international cooperation, including through enhanced official development assistance 

to support health financing

Partners to

•	 Enhance coordination, strengthen existing global initiatives, and bolster efforts to increase data 
coverage through the inclusion of global indicators in programme surveys

UN Agencies to

•	 Promote the optimum use of resources and to support countries on WASH, waste and energy in HCFs, 
at their request 

2023 UN Resolution on universal water, 
sanitation, hygiene, waste, and electricity 
services in health care facilities: 
What you need to know

WHO and UNICEF are required to report back on progress in implementing the Resolution specifically national actions and service availability in 2025. Additionally, 
the WHO and UNICEF will regularly report on the status of WASH, waste, and electricity services in health care facilities, in collaboration with partners. 

https://www.ceh.unicef.org/events-and-resouces/resource/un-secretary-generals-call-action-wash-healthcare-facilities
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB144/B144_R5-en.pdf


Global Framework for Action: 2024 - 2030

The Global Framework for Action serves to guide collaborative global and national efforts to deliver safe and 
sustainable WASH, health care waste management and reliable electricity in all health care facilities. It provides 
an operational roadmap for implementing the Resolution.

Progress on achieving the Framework’s vision centres on three areas, each with defined targets: integration, 
policy and governance; service improvements; and equity, inclusivity and community engagement. In order to 
drive action in these areas, WHO and UNICEF have articulated key recommendations to achieve the targets: 

AMR: antimicrobial resistance; ATACH: Alliance for Action on Climate Change and Health; GLAAS: Global Analysis and Assessment of Sanitation and Drinking-water; 
HEPA: Health and Energy Platform of Action; IPC: infection prevention and control; JMP: Joint Monitoring Programme for Water Supply, Sanitation and Hygiene; 
MNCH: maternal, newborn and child health; PHC: primary health care; SDG: Sustainable Development Goal; UN: United Nations; UNICEF: United Nations Children’s Fund; 
WASH: water, sanitation and hygiene; WASH FIT: Water and Sanitation for Health Facility Improvement Tool; WHO: World Health Organization.

Greater leadership, health action and investments

Increase evidence and capacity, and strengthen standards and monitoring

Partners

WHO and UNICEF as co-leads
•	 Overall supervision of work

Core partners
(e.g. World Bank, WaterAid, donors)

•	 Guide strategic actions
•	 Support integration

Global Network
Technical support and information
sharing: Communities of practice
evolve according to need

Capacitate countries

•	Provide support for 
roadmap development, 
standards, monitoring 
WASH FIT, etc.

•	Galvanize leadership and 
investment

Facilitate integration and uptake by Health
and Climate Change Actors

•	 IPC, MNCH, PHC, AMR
•	Climate-resilent and environmentally sustainable 

health care facilities; ATACH, HEPA
•	UN-Water/SDG 6 accelerator actions

Monitor and report

•	Services (JMP)
•	Country progress (tracker)
•	Financial and system 

data (GLAAS)
•	UN General Assembly 

reporting

WHO and UNICEF will:

Universal safe and sustainable WASH, waste and electricity for quality care

Vision of the Framework

Find out more and get involved:

WHO/UNICEF WASH in health care facilities knowledge portal: www.washinhcf.org

WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme: www.washdata.org

Water, Sanitation, Hygiene and Health Unit: Department of Public Health, Environmental and Social Determinants of Health

World Health Organization:  20 Avenue Appia, 1211-Geneva 27, Switzerland https://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/en/

Recommendation 1: Integrate WASH, waste and electricity into health system planning, programming, 
financing, implementation and monitoring 

Recommendation 2: Regularly monitor and review progress and strengthen accountability 

Recommendation 3: Develop the workforce by training and mentoring for practising good hygiene, carrying out safe 
cleaning and waste practices, and supporting management and maintenance of safe WASH, waste and electricity services 


